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Thunder and lightning rip apart the New England night sky, but what wakens eleven
year-old Virginia is the sudden awareness that her horse, Twister, is in trouble. The young
girl on instinct flies out of her bedroom, her house, and races by bicycle out to the field,
arriving in time to deliver a foal and cradle the mare in her final moments. Stormy, the aptly
named colt, is up on his feet with amazing speed. Virginia realizes he’s going to be a very
special horse, like his mother. But it infuriates her that this new colt, Stormy, is actually
owned by her wealthy neighbor Blake Raines.

This unfortunate circumstance is the result of a fatal riding accident three years prior in
which Twister threw Virginia's mother. So distraught was her father, Ford, that he couldn't
stand the sight of the horse and sold Twister to Raines, forbidding Virginia from ever riding
again. Now she lives with her dad and her older sister, Caroline, hoping her father will
change his mind. As Stormy grows, Virginia makes a nightly habit of sneaking over to the
Raines' stables to ride him. During the day, she must endure the teasing of Raines’ son,
Darrow, a good-looking, but cruel teenager who taunts her at every opportunity. Not only
is Darrow Raines dating Caroline, but he also fancies himself a top-notch equestrian when
he wins the coveted Memorial Day 50 Mile Endurance Race. The irony is that Darrow
knows Virginia rides Stormy every night and keeps her secret under his hat - making her
the ideal target for his ridicule.

Boxed in by the frustrations of her father's riding restrictions, the continuing grief over her
mother's death and her sister's almaost traitorous relationship with Darrow, Virginia rides
harder and faster each night. One evening, she and Stormy recklessly gallop across a
roadway, narrowly missing a woman driving her car. It was a close call, but for a tomboy
like Virginia, the adrenaline rush is the only release she can find.

Just when things seemed to have settled into a comfortable pattern, Virginia is devastated
when she discovers that Blake Raines has sold Stormy to new owners upstate. Ford fries
fo ease th_e__lqsg fm‘ hartu Ilegin an after-sc uol ]oh heiping Jessle me cooﬁy

~ victim of Darrow's irresponsible dn\rlng Byr now, 'u’numla has heewthurrmmg*
" the chance to show Darrow his rightful place - second place. With Ford's blessing,
o+ Caroline’s camaraderie and Jessie's encouragement, Virginia and Stormy sets themselves '
to the challenge of not only of training for the race, but overcoming Darrow, who will stop

at nothing to win. As in every race, when you reach the finish line is as important as how :
you run the race. And Virginia runs a very good race. @

Worldsales @) atlas international Film GmbH
Candidplatz 11, D-81543 Muanchen, Germany
Ph.: +49 (89) 2109750 Fx.: +49 (89) 210975-81 o

Email: mail@atlasfilm.com ™

A



